@Congress of the United States
Waskington, BE 20515

March 7, 2006
The Honorable Jim Nussle The Honorable John M. Spratt
Chairman Ranking Member
House Budget Committee : House Budget Committee
309 Cannon HOB B71 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Nussle and Ranking Member Spratt:

We write on behalf of the 2.5 million families who live in public housing throughout the nation
and we respectfully urge you to provide an additional $2.6 billion in the FY2007 budget for
public housing programs. Years of under funding are having a growing detrimental impact on
the public housing authorities throughout the nation.

As you may know, senior citizen households represent 31% of all public housing households,
with 72% of these seniors relying on Social Security payments as their primary source of
income. 31% of public housing households are home to people with disabilities. Over 863,000
children live in public housing, or about 41% of all residents. Congress must also recognize that
nearly half of non-elderly, non-disabled households obtain their primary source of income from
working. No matter what a resident’s personal situation, they all deserve clean, safe and
affordable housing. We, the Congress, have an obligation to provide their housing authorities
with the necessary funding to meet these needs.

Over the past years, public housing authorities have struggled to maintain the facilities they
manage. The additional money will provide full funding for the Public Housing Operating Fund
at $4.35 billion, the Capital Fund at $3.5 billion, and HopeVI at $600 million. Each of these
programs provides key funding streams that pay for major repairs and improvement, heating and
cooling, and, in the case of HOPE VI, complete demolition and replacement of severely
distressed housing.

We believe that providing decent housing to America’s seniors, disabled and youth speaks to
who we are as the most prosperous nation ever on Earth. As Americans, we must live up to this

potential and promise.

Sincerely,
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